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EYAwards
J
ournalists are often criticized for emphasizing the bad things in life
and, to a degree. they do. Yet this is often because bad things are
usually more memorable and should be noted so they won't be
repeated.
Good things are important, and the media do pay attention to them.
But, especially at a university "good'' accomplishments are emphasized
continually - and often to an extreme degree - as the various college
groups and arms of the administration seek to blow their own horns.
Lest we forget, though, there are some other things that should be
remembered - and not necessarily in a good light. None of these are
earthshattering acts of villany or critical gaffes, but they all have that
special something- the stuff of which ridicule is made. They make us
human; they make us laugh; they make us realize that even idiots can
get a college education .
Thus, to honor the less-than-honorable, we present the premier
edition of the Ridiculous Achievements Inside Notes Each Year. The
RAINEYs. Named after the illustrious founder of Murray State
University, Rainey T. Wells, they're the kinds of things which - if he
were in the same situation today - just might make him recon~ider the
decision to begin a university and go into refrigeration instead.
May we have the envelope, please... .

ELECT

TERRY CAIN
SENATOR
Business
&

THE
"WHAT DEFICIT?" AWARD
FOR GOVERNMENT WASTE
To Carroll Hubbard , for the
regular deluge of propaganda he
sends to MSU students. The great
value of these "newsletters" to
students is mdicated by the accom ·
panying photo.

BAND ROUTINE
OF THE YEAR
To the Rac er Band , for rewriting
history in a Homecoming game rou·
tine to have the South, complete with
its anti-national sentiments and its
support of human bondage, win the
Civil War. Even sadder was the fact
that the majority of the crowd yelled
wildly in support. So much for forward
thinking.

Public Affairs

CAIN IS ABLE
WORST SLOGAN
OFTHE YEAR
To Terey Cain. Despite the blood·
curdling slogan, he won the seat he
ran for.

._

BEST FIC TION OF THE YEAR
To John Ed Pearce , for his ac·
count of Calloway County which
appeared in The Courier-Journal
Magazine. Though it angered many
Calloway Countians and caused
Pearce to defend himself in a letter to
The Murray Ledger and Times, the
work stands as a detailed redesigning
of an entire county, n<~rrated in a
manner that frighteningly resembles
an attempt at genuine journalism. It
portrayed the county as totally back·
ward (and then repeatedly proclaim·
ed to no effect that it 1sn't), and
quoted such memorable people as
an anonymous "veteran Western
.Kentucky newsman." The article also
presented a university that served
little purpose but to stir up trouble,
despite the efforts of a President
"Dino" (note spelling) who "didn't
play the game" of politics and, as
presented by Pearce, should probably
be sainted.
Even the little things, like the
arrow-straight main drag that touches
MSU only at Stewart Stadium, have
been enlivened by Pearce; in his
version, "641 winds through the
campus of Murray State University"
- after passing used -car lots and
motels as it enters town on the north.
Not since J .R.R. Tolkien has a fantasy
realm been chronicled in such detail.
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THE JOHN MCENROE
AWARD FOR GOOD
SPORTSMANSHIP
To the cast and writers of
Campus Ughte, for their mature
reaction to a less-than favorable revie\A.'
(which, as we all know, is a problem
real actors and musicians don't have
to deal with). The review was by
Murray State News assistant campus
life editor Dan Dipiazza, who ,after
seeing the show's dress rehearsal,
complimented the show':; music and
musical performers, but shocked the
show's creators by saying the script
and delivery of comedy routines were
so bad they spoiled the show. T hose·
in-Charge then hastily rewrote the
show's ending to sentence one of its
villains to endure "writing bad
reviews'' with the critic. Regardless
of the show's quality or lack thereof,
it's nice to know those involved can
handle criticism.

QUAINTEST
POLITICAL CAMPAIGN
To Don Wiggins, a Republican
candidate for governor in the May
primary. His media release consisted
of a photograph of himself, a 6-by-9
piece of paper with his vital statistlcs
(One line read "Age: 53 Christian
Church''), a copy of The Concerned
Citizen's Voice which featured a story
on him, and small, photocopied illustrations like that shown above. One
of them was personalized; it featured
Wiggins' picture next to a picture of
Murray's courthouse, with the words,
"Don's thoughts are in Murray. "

WORST NAME FOR A GROUP
OF THREE OR MORE
To Murray State University, for
christening a new group of accom·
plished high-school students compel·
ing in a Murray State scholastic con·
~
MOST AMBIGUOUS SIGN
test with a name more appropriate
for a group of senior citizens. The To the renters of this portable
award-winning name: the Golden sign in front of the Wingfoot Golf
Shop, near Sparks Hall.
100.

MOST UNAMBIGUOUS SIGN
Again, to Marray State, for
its precise identification of this
entity on the lawn in front of Wilson
Hall.
Al'nl 2'> 1'.11\ · INSII l f
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Graduation Dos and Don'ts
When there are enough people
around to fill an arena, you·d think it
would be impossible not to think of
others. But, year after year, at the
climactic event called graduation, an
amazing number of inconsiderate
people do their best to spoil the
occasion for others.
And, in two weeks, that inconsid·
eration will be back. For all we know,
you may be one of the ones responsible.
The saddest thing of all is there
is no trick at all to being considerate;
you just follow a few common-sense
principles. As· a service to all who
want to try to enjoy this year's com·
mencement, we present the five most
important rules of Graduation
Etiquette.

1. Leave the kith at home.
They don't want to be there, and no
one else wants them there. If you
bring your cute little niece or your
new little brother, the kid will almost
certainly show its displeasure by
screaming at the top of its lungs. And

for every graduate's name that 5cream
overpowers, you'll gain at least one
new enemy in the audience. A good
many who aren't even listening for a
particular name will probably want to
strangle the child themselves.
2 . Plea•e eit down. Imagine
that the graduate you came to watch
is about to receive the big handshake. As he nears the podium, a
whole herd of people directly in your
line of sight hauls itself to its feet. But
it's not because their graduate is in
front of yours; no, theirs is just getting out of his seat. That group will be
in the way, until he fmally returns to
his seat. Their stupidity, meanwhile,
has diminished the pride of someone
who was considerate enough to, if
anything, stand up only during the
actual name-calling of his favorite.
3 •. T ry to reetrain youreelf

from making a fool of youreelf.
Even some of those in the audience
who stand only briefly incur the wrath
of others. They do this by yelling,
waving madly or doing other insipid

things when their favorite graduate's
name is called. But, if you want oth·
ers to remember you as undomesticated idiots, go ahead and yell.
4 . Pleaee •hat ap. As the line of
graduates files slowly past the
pod ium.a roar builds in the arena. It's
because those whose graduates have
already had their moment are too
rude to CQnsider those now straining
to hear their own graduates' names.
5. Follow inetractione. In the
program, the audience is instructed
not to leave until the graduates have.
This is so the graduates can have the
glory due them and so the audience
members won't have to strain to see
their graduates exit. Heed the pro·
gram's advice and don't make it hard
on others.
It's not that graduation is that
solemn an occasion; a little talking
and such is fine. But don't get carried
away and turn commencement into a
party, angering others in the pro·
cess. The arena will be hot enough
already.
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Wednesday- Saturday
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... where are library peri·
t' odicals sent to be bound?
•
When are they sent? How
long does it take? -Inside

e •· •.

Periodicals are sent to me by the
various library departments. Most
come from the periodical department, but all departments send
materials to be · bound. Books are
also sent to be re-bound; paperbacks
are bound before they are put into
circulation.
Materials are sent to the Heckman
Bindery in North Manchester, Ind.,
every four weeks. When new shipments go to the bindery, the shipment which was previously sent is
returned to the library.
Last month, 868 magazines, 32
books, 237 paperbacks, 30 theses,
and three music books were sent to
be bound.
When the materials return. they
are taped with "tattle tape, ·• the
magnetic tape which is used in the
library's security system. - Bette
Taylor, library technician, Waterfield
Library
~

. . . why do the haircutters
at Fantastic Sam's houe
e · nicknames ouer their chairs
like Yogi Bear. Crispy, Happy and
Snoopy? - Dannv Bundy, senior,
Paris. TPnr1.

t'

Unlike most haircutting shops,
F<mtastic Sam's does not take appointments. Although a customer
may choose which haircutter he
wants, the operators usually work on
a rotating basis- the oper<ltor who
is not busy cuts the hair of the cus.tomer who's up next.
Since there are no regular weekly
appointments and the customer does
not necessarily have the same haircutter each time. the customer may
not have the opportunity to get to
know the person cutting his hair by
nt~me.

It's easier for customers to remem-

ber the nicknalltt!:o than the operators' real names.
All Fantastic Sam's franchises use
this system. There is a set of 11
names used nationally from which
the haircutter may choose. or he
may choose one of his own.- Tom
Key, owner, Fantastic Sam's,
Murray ,

islands. who were predominantly·'
pagan <1nd Muslim. To indicate the
distinction , they elected to refer to
themselves as Filipinos rather
than as Phi/ippinos.
Why? Well, the missionaries
came from Spain and used the name
of their king - King Felipe, known to
" great part of the world as King
Philip II of Spain. (Note the difference
between the Spanish and non·Spanish spellings of the king's name.)
With the spread of Christ ianity and
education in the area, Filipino be·
came predominant and is the most
commonly used form today. But take
your pick; you actually have a choice
of spellings and either one will be
right. Now, shall we hop aboard one
of the buses (or busses) and go to the
theater (or theatre)? -Gordon Loberger. associate professor, department of English
~

. . . why the Ira/fie light at
the intersection of 12th (U.S.
•
Hi~hway 641) and
Chestnut Sts. causes such a large
back-up of cars each afternoon? Inside
The traffic backs up because there
are not enough lanes approaching
the signal for the amount of traffic .
We hope to, help the problem when
U.S. 641 is widened to a four -lane
facility.
This is one of the most sophisti·
cated signals in the district. To give
the left movements a protected turn,
it takes time when you have this
much traffic at an intersection. We
have eight phases on this signal and
the old signal only had two phases.
When we had two phases, you had to
take your chances to turn left at the
signal. The signal is operating as well
as we can make it operate. - Jack
Edwards Jr., traffic engineer, Ken·
tucky Department of Highways, dis·
trict one.
~ . . . what is the origin of
t' calling basketball players
• "cagers?" - Scott Spahr,
senior, Paducah
According to Stuart Berg Flexner's 1982 book Listening to America, in the early days of basket ball
(then two words), the gym floor was
enclosed by a netting to prevent
spectator interference and to prevent the ball from going into the
crowd. By 1907, the playing area was
called the "cage'' and by 1912 those
who played in them were "cagers.''
- Inside

t'
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.. . why does Philippines
begin with the letters Ph
e while Filioino begins with
the letter F? -. R. Andrew Botts,
a55ociate professor. department of
computer studies
Some dictionaries inform the
reader that Filipino is simply a variant
spelling of Philippino, which does not
do much to explain why the two
forms exist. One could account for
the different spellings by suggesting
that a missionary forgot to look at a
map oft he area to which he had been
assigned, and when he sent letters
back to the homeland, he took
guess at the spelling of the name of
the place - ;md guessed wrong. But
that would probably be unfair.
What is closer to the actual set of
circumstance?s is that as the people
of the Philippines became
Christiamzed they wanted some way
to distinguish themselves
from the other inhabitants of the
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by Greg Duncan,
Lisa Cannon Green
and Ed Neary
At the end of class, a photography he has just contributed to the chemi·
student empties a tray of developjng cal waste produced at Murmy State.
Chemical waste is generated at
solution down the drain. As he rinses
Murray
State every day in such
the tray, the solution gurgles down
diverse areas as graphic arts, biology.
the. glass plumbing and out of the
laboratory. The student casually puts sculpture. chemistry, printmaking nnd
the tray up to dry. turns out the light water purification.
Although MSU has adequate (acili·
and heads to h1s next class.
ties
(or disposing of its chemical
He probably does not realize that
10
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waste, there is concern among
faculty, administrators and staff
about the lack of a standard, organi·
zed campus·wide system for the
control and monitoring of waste dis·
posal.
"ln effect. we don't have a waste
disposal program as of right now,"
said Larry Anderson, a safety spe·

cialist with the Physical Plant.
Anderson is responsible for all types
of occupational· and fire·safety inspection.
Murray State's output of harmful
chemicals in classrooms and labora·
tories qualifies it as a small·quantity
generator of hazardous waste, under
state regulations.
Alex Barber, director of waste
management for the Kentucky
Department for Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection, said
agencies producing less than 1,000
kilograms (about four barrels) of
hazardous wa~te a month are classi·
fied as small-quantity generators.
Barber said hazardous waste is
hard to define, but can be any waste
product which is potentially hCirmful
to human beings.
Dr. George Nichols, chairman of
the department of safety engineering
and health, said, "You'll find a lot of
hazardousmaterialsbeinggenerated
in the sciences, in applied sciences,
in the fine arts. To my knowledge,
there is not any fixed system for
disposing of these things on campus.
There's all .kinds of things just being
thrown in the trash cans.''
However, Dr. Ken Winters, dean
of the College of Industry and Technology, said, "We actually don't have
anything that's not disposable
through our regular system that has
been installed."
He said two labs in his college the graphic-arts area in the Applied
Science Bldg . and the water·
resources lab in 'Ordway Hall - are
equipped with glass-lined plumbing
and a dilution system. There are also
exhaust and ventilation systems in
the welding and wood technology
areas.
The department of art has similar
plumbing facilities in its photography
and printmaking labs, chairman
Robert Head said. Recent improve·
ments also have been made in
ventilation systems in the depart·
ment's facilities.

The primary disposal system for
Murray Stale, however, consists of

three dilution pits, located outside
the Blackburn and Applied Science
Bldgs., which are part of a special
' plumbing system for waste disposal.
Glass piping, which cannot be
damaged by the chemicals. carries
the chemical waste into the pits,
where it is co.ntained and diluted.
When the water level in the pits rises,
the contents flow into another pipe
which carries them into the Murray
sewer system.
"These are simply holding pits, like
septic tanks, that hold all the things
that are flushed down from our
laboratories," Dr. Gary Boggess, dean
of the College of Environmental
Sciences, said.
Boggess said the treatment process
begins before the chemicals are
dumped into the drainage system.
"Tiw chemicals that are hazardous
we try to (rhemically) neutralize be·
fore we dispose of them . Those that
we can't, then we simply hold them
until we can properly dispose of
them."
=-====-~~~~~~~======-=-====-==•

'In effect, we don't have
a waste disposal system
as of right now.'
He said the dilution pits are a
safety precaution, in case untreated
hazardous waste is accidentally
dumped into the drainage system . "H
something were accidentally lost, we
could go and treat it there (in the
dilution pit)," he said.
· Although Anderson agrees that
"there is not really any danger from
the stuff they dump" into the dilution·
pit system, he sees the lack of
standard guidelines for waste
disposal as a "problem."
"There are no set guidelines for
getting rid of the chemicals. I don't
really know which chemicals are
dumped and which are not," Ander·
son said.
Currently, disposal methods are
left up to individual instructors, creal ·
ing inconsistency and increasing the
potential for error in handling the
waste.
David Howell, curator for the Col·
lege of Environmental Sciences, said,
"Very, very little hazardous waste
goes through, but you can't watch
every person every minute.
"There needs to be a mechanism
through which waste can be disposed
of through a campus·wide policy."

Not all chemicals, however. can be
treated and disposed of through dilution pits. Some course work in the
College of Environmental Sciences
requires the use of low·level radio·
active material which cannot be dis·
carded through conventional
methods.
Waste from these experilnents is
collected and stored in the flammableliquids storage vault in Blackburn
Science Bldg. When the storage con·
tainer is full, the radioactive waste
must be removed by a company
which is licensed and equipped to
dispose of radiation waste.
"These (radioactive materials) are
perfectly safe," Boggess said. "It's
not like you're going to walk by these
things and get a radiation burn. You
won't. But you don't want to just
flush this stuff down the toilet or
throw it in a landfill. That's illegal."
Anderson said, "Someday it'll need •
to be disposed of, but that's a problem
that.will have to be addressed in the
future. Lots of stuff in the storage
barrel is just a mixture. lt will have to
be chemically analyzed. solidified and
shipped out."
Anderson, who was named Murray
State's radiation-safety officer last
year, said there is no danger with the
storage of the waste but that "it
would be a good idea if the radioactive
waste were stored in another build·
ing."
• The radiation-safety officer moni·
tors the radiation program, tests the
level of radioactivity in the labs and
checks storage and disposal methods
used with radioactive material.
Anderson said he has asked to be
removed as radiation·safety officer
after a one-year trial period because
he feels that he is not qualified for the
position and that the extra duties
detract from his regular job.
As a safety specialist, he is primarily
responsible for fire safety but also
monitors other types of safety pro·
cedures and inspects facilities.
Anderson, who has been at MSU for
3 ~ ye.Jrs, is a part ·time student work·
Ill"" 2'1 I'IKI IN$11Jf
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college, said, "I don't think it would
be fitting at all" for the academic
department to take that responsi ·
bility. He said that people from his
college would be glad to advise or .
assist in handling the waste but that
laking over the responsibility ''would
not seem to me to be the role of an
academic department."
A third possibility, Boggess sug·
gested, would be for the University
to hire an independent industrial·
waste·management company to dis·
pose of Murray State's waste. The
drawback, he said, would be that a
company representative probably
would visit Murray State only about
once a month to check for potenli<1l
problems and remove any £Jccumu·
lated waste.
Regardless of any major changes
in the disposal of chemical waste at
Murray State, a manual proposing
guidelines for the storage, checking.
handling and disposal of waste is
being prepared by Anderson .
Anderson said the manual, which
will be completed within six months
to a year, will contain general safety
procedures as they pertain to
flammable-liquid storage. laboratory
safety and waste disposal. He said he
will propose a standard comprehensive program describing how all
types of waste should be disposed of.
Anderson said he is preparing the
manual because he feels that ·'some·
thing needs to be done. I'm Dware
that there's a potential for a problem
here, and it needs to be addressed."
Anderson said his job do<>.s not
require him to prepare the manual,
but "1t's ·one of the basics in main·
taining a safety operation." He said
he became aware of the mconsistencies in waste disposal while he
served as radiation-Safety officer.
"There may not be a great big
problem, but we're trying to set up
something so it won't blow up into
something in the future," he said.
Boggess agreed with Anderson's
assessment. ''It's with confidence that
I can tell you we're in a good 'shape
here now," he said. "W hat J'rn con ·
cerned about is the long haul. "lp
Greg Duncan, from Poplnr Bluff,
Mo., is an editor of Inside; Lisa
Cannon Green, from Kuttawa, is

copy editor for The Murray State
News; and Ed Neary, from
Chicago, is campus life editor (or the
News.
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1: A Day in the Life
The birds are up but the sun is not.
Most of the campus is sleeping,
except for a few die-hard stucliera
and die-hard partiers. It's 5 a.m. and
another day is beginning for Wmalow
Cafeteria.
The first shift of workers begins at
the cafeteria at this mostly-unknown
hour, preparing for breakfast. The
cooks fry the bacon and sausage or
ham that has been laid out in large,
flat pans the night before and cook
the rest of the breakfast delights. the
serving line workers ready their

domain aa well, filling the t.team pans
with hot water and setting out the
lood as it istooked.
About l~minUtesbefore breakfast
is served, either Katherine Lewis or
Lois Jones arrive to pw1eh the meal
tickets of anyone lnterestedinjoinjng
Ma Winslow for the moming meal.
One of the women wotka at break·
fast and both Work at lunch ana
dinner. They c:ome in shortly before
the meats and are free to ~ be·
tween meals.
An hour ~ a half after the first

hy Daa Dipiazzo
shift of workers arrives, a thin trickle
of students, the brave eouls who
prOmised themselves they would get
~early to study in return for a few
hours' sleep the night before and the
upfortunate lot that had no choice
but to take a 7:30 class, streams
through the front door and the &erv·
ing lines for breakfast.
The morning manager. Verna Lax.
also arrives at 6:30 to supervise the
rest of the breakfast and the lunch
preparation.

&J 8::t0 the second shift of Wn·
Aprtl :1'1 1'114.1 INSIUE.
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shred lettuce <lnd cut up other salad
garnishings .
In the dessert room, at least one
dessert is being rixed for dinner. Eli·
zabeth Outlcmd began working for
food servtces M Murray State when
the cafeteriil was in the basement of
Wells Hall and said that the bakery is
her favorite place to work.
Outland is one of three bakers and
will be retiring soon after 30 years of
service. Although she likes to fix des·
serts, Outland said there is an irony
to her job.
" I'm diabetic," she said, "and I
can't even eat any of the desserts I
fix.''
What was a trickle of students at
breakfast becomes a flood by 4 p.m .
when dinner begins. The crest of the
activity is around 5. and the home ec
students also leave then.
Dinner lasts two hours and 15
minutes and is generally the most
attended meal of the day. At 6:30
Armbruster leaves her beloved
Winslow.
After dinner is over the two shifts
still on duty clean up the cartfuls of
abandoned trays, clean up all the
dishes and close down and clenn the
servmglines. Shift Two gels off work
at 7 and Shift Three leaves at 7:30.
The night custodial staff is all that
is left now, along with the sticky
Ooors, unidentifiable pieces of food
and film -covered windows left as a
legacy by the approximately 2,800
students who visited Winslow at least
once that day.
By midnight the custodians have
the cafeteria squeaky clean and they
leave. The lights are dimmed and
Mother Winslow finally gets io sleep.
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III: The Faces Behind the Aprons
Katherirle Lewis once mistook a
girl for a dog. The girl wasn't unattractive. She was sneaking into Winslow Cafeteria on her hands and knees
to avoid paying for a meal.
Lewts, who has checked meal
tickets at Winslow fo~ 18 years, said
she has seen many funny incidents at
the cafeteria, but seeing that girl
crawl in through the exit door several
years ago was the funniest.
Lewis, like many of the 56 employees at Winslow Cafeteria, said
she enjoys her job, but has to take
the good (meeting new students
every day) with the bad (listening to
some students' complaints).
"The majority of them are all right."
she said. ''The ones who are disrespectful are mostly mad becaus.e they
think the food is not good. I just have
to smile or laugh it off."
Lots Jones, who has checked meal
tickets at Winslow for 20 years, said

"some students say bad things. I
guess it's the moods they're in. Most
of the time I pretend I don't hear it."
Jones said when she sees a stu·
dent trying to sneak into the cafeteria
without paying, she walks up to him,
takes him by the arm and says, "I'm
sorry, but I didn't see your ticket."
She said some will say they left their
ticket at home and others will leave.
Jones said she enjoys her JOb,
which entails checking tickets and
receivmg cash for about 5,000 meals
each day "Tt gets a little trying at
hmes ,though,"she said, and ' added
that some students will come in qnd
ask her, "What mixture do we have
tonight?"
Pat Wilkerson, who has served
food at the cafeteria since 1979. said,
"Sometimes they (students) come in
and don't like what we've got on the
line."
,
"They complain and say some nasty

things like '1t's garbage, slop or shit. •
Linda Black. also a server. sail
"Some of us get threatened with
kmfe or with being hit over the hea<
with a plate if the students don't thinl
we gave them enough food ." But sh~
said most of these comments an
jokes.
"After some students make bac
remarks they say, 'We're just kid
ding. You'd thmkwedidn'tlikeyoul
we didn't say some! hing bad,'" Blad
said
BI<Kk sald very few women com
plain about the food. "They've alwaY~
got something nice to say.''
Wilkerson said many of the mer
compliment her appearance so thai
she will give them more food. ''A lol
of boys say things like 'You loo~
beautiful tonight,' or 'I love you' t'
get extra," she said. "They wink a1
you too.''
Not only are some servers upset

by Teresa Englert
with students remark in the cafete·
ria. but workers who pick up trays
are also concerned with students'
behavior.
Ruth Early, who has worked at
Winslow for seven years, said stu·
dents ridicule her and throw things to
upset her. "They threw a whole pack
of firecrackers under my feet once.
They threw rolls, salt shakers, and
one even invited me to go South as
old as I am."
Donna Cobb said she wished more
students would take their trays up to
the conveyors to be washed because
it sometimes takes the cafeteria
workers nearly two hours to pick up
all the trays students leave on the
tables.
"Some of those little groups think
they don't have to take their trays,"
Cobb said. "They say they don't care
how hard we have to work."
Ernestine Thorn, who picks up

trays and works in the kitchen. said
workers have enough work to do
without having to pick up trays stu·
dents leave.
"They're just too lazy to take them
up to the front," she said.
Cobb said she gets annoyed when
students destroy utensils and Tl)ess
up their trays.
' "They bend spoons and forks and
some kids spit in their cups," she
said."It's pitiful. .T hey're worse than
first graders.''
Early said she has seen many
changes in students' attitudes since
she began working at Winslow in
1976. "It seems like every year they
(the students) get worse. When I first
came here, they would all take their
trays in, but now they won't hardly
pick them up at all."
Jones said she also has noticed a
dramatic difference in the way stu·
dents act and dress now from the

way they behaved 20 years ago. She
attributed these differences to a more
permissive society.
"They don't care what kind of lan·
guage I hey use around me now, and I
didn't notice it years ago," she said.
"The way they dresl? and look is
much better now, though."
Jones said she thinks a combina·
tion of "the environment·• and televi·
sion is responsible for crea,ing 1he
present society in which profanity is
more- acceptable.
Wilkerson said she hasn't noticed
much of a difference in attitudes in
the four years she has been at MSU.
"There hasn't been a lot of change in
students' attitudes. They all gripe
about the foocl."lp

Tereaa Eaglert, a junior journa·
lism major from Mayfield, is-editor in
chief of The Murray State News.
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PUtting Life in
the Lines
A unique background and an appreciation for the magic of poetry
have given Mark Jarman a. way to share his experiences
with others.
.

by Jamie Doerge
Photos by Valerie Allison

Tose men

may have

been

worse

and the lax carpenters may have deserved
To be cast Into quicklime. the nun
to be cloistered. and your ungrateful son
to be lost in impossible dreams
but who can decide?

His transulcent eyes have the power to see through the
facade of everyday experience and his mind converts
those glimpses of reality into successful poetry. A com·
plex individual, Mark Jarman continually discovers more
about his self and his world through his writing, as he
chronicles and relates personal experiences.
Jarman , an instructor of creative writing who came to
MSU from the University of California at Irvine, has had
his verse published in about 30 magazines, including The
New Yorker. He has also completed two books of poetry
and is working on a third.
Jarman, a native of Mount Sterling, is the son of a
minister. While young, he traveled with his family ex ten·
sively as his father moved from parsonage to parsonage.
He describes his life during those years as "not quite as
mobile as military life."
His father got the opportunity to pastor a church in
Scotland, so Jarman spent a portion of his life there.
Jarman started school in Scotland at the age of six and
''learned to read there." When l;1e was nine. his family
returned to the United States.

Jarman's most recent book, North Sea, was about that
three-year period of his childhood in Scotland. "( tried to
write about it for years," he said, "then, when r got my
first tea(hing job, it all came at once."
Despite the time he spent in Scotland. Jarman refers
to Rodondo Beach in Southern California as his "native
place."
"I lived in California for 10 years." Jarman said, "and
that made me interested in place. It also made me keenly
aware that the place I feel at home in is Southern
California.
"On the beach, I understood the weather, the people,
their accents. I felt like one of them, and not an outsider. !
write best about California, away from, looking back at it.
Exiles usually write best about their native places, lbOking
back at them."

In

th~

tide spreads minutely

across the bellies of swimmers.
tbey flicked their barbed arms against flesh
Lofted by swells. like tom sacks in tbe wind.
they collapse on the beach.
lumps shovelled under wet sand.
Even buried. their polson
in its fine shafts keeps a long time.

,.

Jarman started writing lit the age of 14, but said he had
no plans then to become a writer. "I always wanted to be
something else, a minister like my dad, or at least a
theologian. That was after my father told me that I'd do
better as a thinker than as a pastor."

at )'Oil Inherit

In turn was Inherited
You do not want It
the meekdo
not want lt.
\

Jarman said that it was also those high school years
that introduced him to his "mentor," his senior high
school English teacher, James Von Wagoner. "He was
the first person who decided I could be a writer," he said.
"Instead of taking classes, he let me write; he made me
write.''
In college, Jarman started out majoring in'sociology at
the University of California at Santa Cruz but soon dis·
covered that it was not for him. "I found myself skipping
classes to write poems," he said. "Sociology and psy·
chology were not my subjects. I could never write about
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books like they wanted me to. So, I became an English
major.
"My senior year in college, I had a number of poems
published in a magazine, then I won a $2,000 award. the
Joseph Henry Jackson award, and that gave me encouragement to write."
Jarman said that the encouragement came at the right
time in his life to urge him to continue writing.
And, over the years, the encouragement has not diminished. A National Endowment for the Arts Grant sent
him to Italy for a year, where he completed his second
book of poetry, The Rote Walker.
"Italy was ideal for writing," he said. "I wrote five days a
week for eight hours a day. We lived in a small town,
Umbria. ! read a lot of medieval philosophy and wrote the
second book, which is about my father, who is~ minister,
and his dad, who is an evangelist. It's also about my
catechism, my teaching in religion as I grew up."
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Despite his accomplishments. Jannan •• does not

consider himself successful in hil writing. 1t depends
upon the kind of auccea.,au'retalkilgabaiut;•be &aid!*I
just came from a writers' confeNnu, lftd I wei the
youngest one there on the t~..,. l waamongst
many writers whoM works I ~ and admire. but they
had never heat'd of me. If lwere ~ feJI ~•ful• a
poet, fd think~ PeP writW J..... ...-.ceuNI in my
family and my teaching, but not mv writing.•
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Even though Jarman may not consider himself successful , his colleagues hold high opinions of his ability
both as a teacher and as a writer.
English department chairman Delbert Wylder said that
Jarman came to Murray State as a good poet, and his
poetry has continued to improve every year. "He's hard
working, and he's shown a tremendous amount of
growth," he said.
Murray State will incur a loss though, because Jarman
will be leaving in June to fulfill a three·year contract he
has signed with Vanderbilt University in Nashville. "You
have to recognize that you can' t expect to keep people of
that particular kind with the teaching loods and pay that
we offer here," Wylder said. "A 1-A school can give
more.
Creative writing instructor Ken Smith echoed Wylder's
sentiments. "I've worked with Mark this year, and he's
wonderful," Smith said. He's one of the top young poets
in the country, and I hate to see him go.''
Smith said that Jarman refuses to accept mediocrity in
his students. "He teaches students to strive for something meaningful even if they fail," he said. "Even if the
work is flawed, he teaches them to take bigger risks.
Mark works on that line between sentiment and real
meaning. He's low-key but high-energy."
Jarman describes himself as a narrative writer. "My
writing is narrative in that I feel it is finished when it has
told a story completely in a whole or unif~ed way. lt's not

..
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done if I've just meditated on a theme or worked on some
msights. It's like taking a story and telling it in verse
instead of prose; telling it in a little space in lines of
poetry.''

Kring

like .-.,rs at his chn•me crib
father and I might make llim laugh
If be could stand
outside his coma. Ills scrawny doll's body,
reading the crack in our attention. the ~
Will be remain like tbh tbrougb Christmas?
· Jarman's poetry is very personal, chronicling his life
and relationships with people close to him. He said that
writing becomes a conscious process for him when he
performs the physical act of sitting down and doing it. "I
usually compose at night when I'm tired and there is no
hope of revision, and my inhibitions are down. I revise in
the morning when I'm clearheaded. The best ideas swim
up at night, when I have lost any sense of responsibility."
He said his two main sources of frustration are teach·
ing and writing itself. "Writing frustrates me when I get
stuck on something I insist on, or write myself into a
comer. It's like being caught in a web, when I know the

best thing to do is to get up and leave it. But, when I
resolve it , it's usually good.
''I'm so obsessed with writing and revision and finding
the end I have faith exists. This encourages me, as does
having the confidPnce to know I'll gel there."
Jarman said that although he loves teaching, ("It is one
way for a writer to make a living") lately it has become a
source of frustration because it does not allow him much
time to write. "I've been wanting time to write and vali·
date myself," he said, adding, "that makes me sound like
a ticket."
Jarman said he feels his classes are difficult. "It all
depends on the students and how dedicated they are," he
said. "I don't make things deliberately difficult. I expect
people who come into my classes to have a certain
degree of ded1cation."
Jarman said students in his classes often ask him to
define "good'' or "bad'' poetry. He said a bad poem does
everythmg a good poem does, but does it all badly. "Bad
poems are a lot ahke.' he 5i'lid. "A good poem has rhyme,
meter. etcetera, but does 11 all well. It uses the conven·
tions of poetry in the freshest way. The conventions of
poetry have never changed: sound, rhythm and meaning
are mseparable: You can read a good new poem and it
always sounds new, not trite or hackneyed."
Jarman said that the writing of others influences his
writing to some degree. "To be honest, other people's.
writing and my reading both influence my writing.'' he
said. "My reading is an assortment of things, never pro·
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grammatic. Lately I've been going back and rereading
things I read as a child.
"I can add insights to it this time; I'm more inquisitive.
When 1was young, things were just stories. Now I can see
it. That's why I think certain things. I can say 'There's the
germ of it, over there."'

A

ocrap of melody. it is the one piece

I ever played well: my heart
is still In it too.
It is possibly this that I mean. So much meant
to be lost is saved.
"My books deal with childhood, early adolescence, and
adolescence," he mused. ''Maybe someday I'll write
about being an adult ." lp

Jamie Doerge , a senior jourm1lismmajor from Pat lon.Mo., is former editor in chief and current editorial
assistant for The Murray Stale News.

Editor's note: Poetry quoted in this ort1cle is from The
Rote Walker, by Mark Jarman, published by the
Camegie·Mellon Press, Pittsburgh, 1981.
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pursue the career I've chosen. I don't
think you can have a dependent per·
sonality and plan a career in law.

Inside: Does your independence
cause you any problems?
Carris: Oh no. It doesn't <..'a use me
any problems at all. Ac tually, when
you're talking about being independent, part of the independence in·
eludes the fact that you make choi·
ces in life . And once you make
choices in life, that means that you
also accept responsibility for that
part that you might not like. When
you're talking about being inde·
pendent, I don't think that means
being alone. And I don't think that
being independent means not havin.9
consideration for others - particu·
larly your family. I just think it means
that you choose for yourself to have
the freedom to pursue a lot of other
areas that you enjoy doing and you
do it.
' •

Carrie: Forever. My friends call me

6Aside from everything
that has happened,
we have been treated
with a tremendous
amount of
kindness and warmth.f

a perennial student. De n o
thinks I really don't want to work.
But the thing is .. .I have always
enjoyed a university campus .
Every time you take a colfrse, I don't
care what it is, it forces your mind to
stretch, to work' again. It forces you
to get out of the same routine, and it
simply opens up whole new vistas. I
really encourage people to go back
to school.

luide: What effect has the con·

Inside: What is the average length
of your absence from Murray?

troversy surrounding Dr. Curris had
on you, your children. your family
life?

Carris: In tenns of the family, if

Inside: Has it been very difficult

anything, it has brought us closer
together. My greatest regret is .the
effect this has had on my children,
particularly my son, because my
daughter, fortunately, was young
enough that she has no concept ... .
My son, unfortunately, has had to
deal with this on many levels. He has
had some problems with others making comments to him. I regret and
resent that terribly.
But one of the beautiful things that
has happened, which never in a mil·
lion yPars did we ~ver onticip"te. was
the outpounng
of warmth
thai w~
ren>ived from the
begtnning. This house looked like an
Irish wake - the flowers, the food.
We were surrounded with friendship
and wannth that we had no idea ever
existed. That's why I have to say that
I think that on a family basis, my
greatest concern has been for my
children. We're adults - you either
survive or you don't. You either han·
die it or you don't. But, that's not true
with children.

keeping separate your roles as wife,
mother, and first lady?

Inside: How did you handle the

lneide: Do you think Murray State
wants a first lady who also has a
career or one who has the role of just
first lady, wife and mother?

Carris: It's the individlli11 makeup
of the Board of Regents at the time
who does the hiring. I don't know
what this particular Board would
want . ·1 he only thing I can really
address is from tlw comments
that have been made to me. The
boards that we have worked with
throughout the years have, by and
large, been extremely supportive of
the fact that I had my own separate
career and developed my own
separate identity.

pressures?

Carris: I would say the real prob·
lem has been that I have not spent
the lime with the children that I think
they probably needed. Wife, first
lady - no, there are no problems.
Deno and I are very attuned to one
another. Dena and I were such good
friends and had known each other
for so long before we decided to get
married, that that has just never
been a prohlem , I do fi'PI that the
children have suff<>r('d lw ··auo;p I
h,wp stwnt s(l mul' h tinw doing
other things when I should h.!Ve
probahly spent more 11me wllh
them.

Carris: The friendships made all
the differences for me. The poems
and the little gifts sent to us absolutely hysterical. And you know,
you cannot get depressed and stay
fhat way when you have so many
·people right at hand to say ''Hey, I'm
here." That was my
strength. I feel that I have a lot of
inner strength. But that made the dif·
terence, without question, for me.

Inside: You' re back in school
again. How long now have you been
going to school?

Carri•: Initially, this fall, I was in
every weekend but four or five be·
cause we always use the various
sporting events in the fall to entertain
different guests of the University.
Actually, my children probably needed
me more than anybody because
making that transition - my being
here to my being gone - has taken a
little doing. Now this semester, I
don't come home nearly so frequently.

Inside: The greatest difficulty
then in being away from home is your
children?

Carris: Yes, definitely. One of the
things that I had not anticipated was
the total paranoia I've undergone of
something happening
with my children in my absence.

laside: Do you try to make it up to
your children when you're home?

Carrie: Well, let's put it this way - I
should. Whether I do is questionable.
You know, Deno traditionally has left
here at approximately 8 every morn·
ing and comes home generally
around 6 for dinner .
After that, he would either go back to
the office or go to a dinner, confer·
ence, or fly off to Frankfort, or wha·
tever the case may be, and would
come tooling back in anywhere from
10 ti112. And, I think one of the very
positive things that has resulted from
this is that it's given the children and
Dena an opportunity to really get to
know each other better. So, even
though it's been difficult for them, I
think it's been a very good expe·
rience for all concerned. Throughout
the years, Deno just simply hasn't
had the time for that daily routine (of
being with the children).

l•eide: What was your first
AJtr 12<1
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Campus Christian
Organizations

Asking, receiving.
Seeking, finding.
Knocking, opening.

Baptist Student Center
Monday, Bible Study 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Lunch 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, Vespers 6 p.m.
Near Elizabeth Hall Open 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Dally
753-5771

• • • • • •
Newman Fellowship

Meetings Sundays at 6 p.m.
at St. Leo's Parish Center
12th and Payne Sts. 753-3876
Mass: Sat. 6 p.m .• Sun. 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Welcoming Students From All Denominations

UM!tedM~
lM

H~.g~

Educti1:1oM

Bible Study - 9 p.m. Mondays
(502) 753·3531 • United Mlnlltrlel Center • 1611 Olive

• • • • • •

University Christian Student Center
1403 Olive Blvd.
Devotionals
Monday. Wednesday, Friday 12:30 p.m.
Thursday 7:30 p m
Sponsored by University Church of Christ

Black Ec umenical Ministry
is designed to help nurture and develop thesp1ritual fives of students, regard less of church affiliation or color. All are encouraged to join us in our activities.
Serv~ ces Will be announcd 1n The Murray State News. Keith Chism. chairperson . James Morris, vice chairperson. Oeon Payne, Treasurer.

